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crystals. One series forms a
ground mass of extremely fine
crystals, in which the other series
of large well-formed crystals is em-
bedded. These latter crystals are
called phenocrysts. Rocks of this
class often make beautiful orna-
mental stones.

Porphyrius OR PORPHYRY (233-
r.304). Neo-Platonist whose real
name was Malchus (king),
at Batanea in Syria, he
most of his life in Rome and died
there. Though a pupil of Plotmus,
whose literal y remains he edited
with a biography, Porphyrius
was a vigorous champion of
paganism against Christianity.
In one of his works he discusses
the problem of the nature of
universals, much debated during
the Mi Idle Ages.

Porphyry (Gr. porphuros, pur-
ple, fish). Name given to igneous
rocks of homogeneous base through
which crystals are scattered. The
famous red porphyry used by the
Romans as an ornamental stone is
obtained from quarries at Jebel
Dukhan, in Egypt, near the Red
Sea, the site of which was long lost.
Cut and polished, the rock shows
bright red or white spots on a deep
red background, and black or dark
brown patches of hornblende, etc,
The colour of the rock is due to the
part conversion of the plagioclase
feldspar into thulite and mangan-
ese epidote. Granite porphyries
contain orthoclase, quartz, and
mica, and are generally pink to
grey; while syenite porphyries are
almost lacking in quartz. A green
variety of porphyry has a large
proportion of epidote and chlorite
in its composition, and was often
used with the red porphyry as a
contrasting ornamental stone, es-
pecially for objects of art and in-
terior decorations. The green var-
iety is found in Peloponnesus, and
at Lambay Island, near Dublin.

Porpoise (Lat. porcus, hog;
piscis, fish). Genus of aquatic
mammals belonging to the order

Porpoise.   Common species, Phocaena phocaena, found
off the coasts of Britain

Cetacea or whale-like animals.
The common porpoise (Phocaena
phocaena) is about 5 to 8 ft. long, is
blackish on the upper parts and
white below, and in form resembles

a miniature whale, but has a more
sloping head. It is found in herds
or schools off the British, Scandi-
navian, and American coasts, fre-
quently sporting on the surface of
the water, and occasionally ascends
the larger rivers. It lives on fish,
and does damage at times to the
herring and mackerel fishery, be-
sides occasionally killing salmon.
Born Formerly a popular article of food,
spent esteemed a royal dish down to the
days of Queen Elizabeth, its flesh
being said to resemble pork, it is
now killed mainly for its oil, a fine
specimen yielding about three
gallons. The so-called porpoise
hide used for making boots and
laces is the product of the white
whale. See Mammal; Narwhal.

Porpora, NICCOLO ANTONIO
(1686-c. 1767). Italian composer
and music master. Born in Naples,
Aug. 19, 1686, he there produced
his first opera, Basilic. For a time
director of the conservatoire at
Vienna and master of the music to
the king of Poland, he composed
many operas, some oratorios, canta-
tas, masses, etc., and, in opposition
to Handel, conducted the opera in
London. His greatest successes
were gained as a teacher.

Porsanger. Fjord penetrating
the N. coast of Finmark, Norway.
It runs S. from the island of
Magero, S.E. of the North Cape.
Its length is about 80 m. and its
average width 10 m.

Porsena OR PORSENNA, LARS,
King of Clusium in Etruria.   Ac-
cording to the Roman legend, he
led  his  army  against  Rome  to
restore to his throne the exiled
Tarquin. An attempt to storm the
city was defeated by the valour of
Horatius Codes (q.v.). Porsena now
establishing a blockade of the city,
a young Roman, C. Mucius Scae-
vola,  entered his camp and at-
tempted to murder him.    Seized
and tortured, Scaevola (q.v.) dis-
played such astonishing fortitude
that Porsena abandoned the siege
and made terms with the Romans.
Historical    re-
search   bas   pro-
nounced     this
legend a fabrica-
tion to conceal the
complete defeat of
the   Romans   by
the Etruscans.
Porsena's    name,
however, remains
familiar to English
readers because it
occurs   in   Macaulay's   Lays    of
Ancient Rome.

Porson, RICHARD (1759-1808).
English scholar. Born at East
Ruston, Norfolk, Dec. 25, 1759,

Richard Person,
English scholar

he went to Eton, whence he pro-
ceeded to Trinity College, Cam*
bridge, where he had a brilliant
career ending
with election to
a fellowship.
Declining to
take orders
within the spec-
ified time, Por-
son lost his fel-
lowship in 1792,
but friends pro-
vided a fund to
enable him to
continue his studies in the Temple.
In the same year, however, he was
elected regius professor of Greek
at Cambridge, but continued to
live in the Temple, and in 1806 he
was made librarian of the London
Institution. He died Sept. 25,
1808. Porson did comparatively
little, owing to his indolent dis-
position and intemperate habits.
Among his works are editions of
Aeschylus and of some of the
plays of Euripides. He also res-
tored the last 26 lines of the
Greek inscription on the Rosetta
stone. Consult Life, J. S. Watson,
1861; Biographical Essay, M. L.
Clarke, 1937.
Porson Prize. Annual prize
awarded to undergraduates of
Cambridge university for the best
translation of a passage of English
poetry into Greek verse. Founded
in honour of Richard Porson, and
first awarded in 1817, it can
be won more than once by the
same person.
Port (from Lat. portus, an
entry or harbour). Place where
passengers and goods, are landed.
There are two kinds, seaports and
airports; the latter, an aerodrome
or rlying boat base provided with
customs and other facilities, where
passengers are landed or taken up,
is described under Airport.
A seaport is a harbour, natural
or artificial, in which ships can lie
to load or discharge. The term
dates from Anglo-Saxon times and
survives in many English place
names, e.g. Portsmouth, Bridport.
Ports are not necessarily on the
coast, for that of London is some
miles inland up the Thames, and
large rivers like the Amazon, Mis-
sissippi, and Danube have many
ports along their banks. Although
London, Liverpool, Amsterdam,
and other large seaports are re-
ferred to as ports, the term strictly
applies only to that part of the
place devoted to ships and ship-
ping, and is usually under a
separate authority, e.g. Port of
London Authority, Mersey Docks
and Harbour Board,